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A regular meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by Mayor Donald D. Lyons at 

7:00 p.m. 

  

Mayor Lyons led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor D. Lyons, Mayor Pro-Tem L. Laylin, Councilmembers P. Bakeman, C. Burling, 

J. Dodd, D. Lucas, B. Schuur, and Clerk J. Wilson. 

 

ABSENT:  None 

 

STAFF:  City Manager K. Anderson 

  

Councilmember Dodd moved and Councilmember Laylin seconded the minutes of the  

July 8, 2019 Council Meeting be approved.  

 

APPROVED unanimously 

 

COMMENTS FROM CITY COUNCIL  

None 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (NON-AGENDA) 

Lady Corrin expressed her gratitude for the community’s generosity. 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (AGENDA) 

Joshua Mellena asked if the City was aware of the property lines for 105 Jay St. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Councilmember Bakeman moved and Councilmember Burling seconded the recommendation of 

community events:  

1. Event Request for BMX Fundraiser, September 14, 2019 at Rotary Skate Park. 
 

2. Event Request for Open Header Cruise, in memory of Ed Kazlauskas, July 25, 2019, 

downtown. 

 
 

RESOLUTIONS  
 

Councilmember Laylin offered and moved the adoption of Resolutions 1 & 2; seconded by 

Councilmember Schuur. 

 

1.  WHEREAS, the City Council has received and considered a report from the City's Building 

Official relating to the following-described property and premises within the City of 

Dowagiac, County of Cass, State of Michigan: 
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105 JAY ST 

Tax # 14-160-300-552-00 

Described as follows: DW 1806 COM AT NWLY COR LOT 54, SELY ALONG 

NELY LINE LOT 66 FT, SWLY PARA WITH NWLY 

LINE TO SWLY LINE SD LOT NWLY ALONG SWLY 

LINE 66 FT TO SWLY COR THEREOF, NELY ON 

NWLY LINE TO PL OF BEG. JAY W. MCOMBER'S 

ADD CITY OF DOWAGIAC. 

                                                                                                      

WHEREAS, it appears to the City Council that the condition of the property described above may 

constitute a nuisance as defined by Chapter 38; Article II, Sections 38-41, 38-42, 38-43 and 38-45, 

justifying abatement by the City pursuant to the powers granted in Chapter 12 of the City Charter and 

procedures set forth in Chapter 38 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Dowagiac; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council believes it is warranted in conducting a public hearing and 

investigation pursuant to such provisions of Chapter 38 of said Code for the purpose of ascertaining 

and determining for itself whether such condition or conditions exist. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Dowagiac will 

conduct a public hearing and investigation on August 12, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council 

Chambers, Dowagiac City Hall, for the purposes and according to the procedures referred to above; 

and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is hereby directed to: 

 

1. Notify, by certified mail directed to the last known address, persons known to have an 

interest in the property described above and all property owners thereof according to 

the most recent City Assessor's records, at least ten (10) days in advance of the date 

herein set for such hearing and investigation. 

 

2. Cause a notice to be published in the Dowagiac Daily News at least ten (10) days in 

advance of said hearing.  Then notice herein required shall include time and place of 

said hearing and legal description and address of the property involved and specify in 

what respects said property may constitute a nuisance within the meaning of Chapter 

38, Sections 38-41, 38-42, 38-43 and 38-45. 

 

 3. Provide for the recording of such hearings. 

 

ADOPTED unanimously 

    

2. WHEREAS,  the City Council has received and considered a report from the City's Building 

Official relating to the following-described property and premises within the City of 

Dowagiac, County of Cass, State of Michigan: 
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309 WOODEN AVE 

Tax # 14-160-215-027-00 

Described as follows: 419-1256 365-499 2355X-2 BEG SE COR LOT 27, TH W 

TO SW COR SD LOT, N ALG W LINE SD LOT 40 FT, 

E PARA S LINE SD LOT 90.5 FT, NLY 16 FT 10 IN TO 

PT 34.35 FT W OF E LINE SD LOT, ELY TO PT ON E 

LINE SD LOT 59 FT 10 IN N OF BEG, S 59 FT 10 IN TO 

BEG. HASTINGS ADDITION CITY OF DOWAGIAC. 

                                                                                                      

WHEREAS, it appears to the City Council that the condition of the property described above may 

constitute a nuisance as defined by Chapter 38; Article II, Sections 38-41, 38-42, 38-43 and 38-45, 

justifying abatement by the City pursuant to the powers granted in Chapter 12 of the City Charter and 

procedures set forth in Chapter 38 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Dowagiac; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council believes it is warranted in conducting a public hearing and 

investigation pursuant to such provisions of Chapter 38 of said Code for the purpose of ascertaining 

and determining for itself whether such condition or conditions exist. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Dowagiac will 

conduct a public hearing and investigation on August 12, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council 

Chambers, Dowagiac City Hall, for the purposes and according to the procedures referred to above; 

and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is hereby directed to: 

 

1. Notify, by certified mail directed to the last known address, persons known to have an 

interest in the property described above and all property owners thereof according to 

the most recent City Assessor's records, at least ten (10) days in advance of the date 

herein set for such hearing and investigation. 

 

2. Cause a notice to be published in the Dowagiac Daily News at least ten (10) days in 

advance of said hearing.  Then notice herein required shall include time and place of 

said hearing and legal description and address of the property involved and specify in 

what respects said property may constitute a nuisance within the meaning of Chapter 

38, Sections 38-41, 38-42, 38-43 and 38-45. 

 

 3. Provide for the recording of such hearings. 

 

ADOPTED unanimously 

 

 

 

3. Councilmember Burling offered and moved the adoption of the following; seconded by                

Councilmember Laylin. 
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WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac Council have been studying ways to promote the construction 

of new single-family residential construction within the city limits; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City is committed to encouraging the development of housing by providing land, 

utilities, and plan review at no cost to the person constructing a single-family house on 

property owned by the city on Spruce and Parsonage Streets; and 

 

WHEREAS, Fred Binns and Katina Lovelace have indicated a commitment to build a house at this 

location,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of 

its City Council, does hereby the City Manager with consultation with the City Attorney to 

prepare all necessary documents to transfer “track 5” on Parsonage Street to Fred Binns and 

Katina Lovelace within the parameters stated in the second whereas. 

 

ADOPTED unanimously 

 

 

4. Councilmember Dodd offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Lucas. 

 

WHEREAS, the City administration has reviewed the attached budgets for the 2018-19 fiscal year 

and the actual revenues and expenditures through the July of 2018-19 fiscal year; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City administration recommends revision of the attached budgets in accordance 

with the latest projections available; and 

 

WHEREAS, the attached report for these funds indicates the current budget and the recommended 

budget revisions. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of 

its City Council, does hereby adopt the attached, recommended revised budgets. 

 

 

ADOPTED Unanimously 

 

 

5. Councilmember Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember  Schuur. 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s professional staff who carry on the business of planning and providing for 

the present and future needs of the citizens of the City of Dowagiac; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City has received a grant to fund a significant portion of the investment to develop 

a park on Cass Avenue adjacent to the Dowagiac Creek; and 
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WHEREAS, the initial bids for the park development exceed the original estimate by over 

$100,000, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the staff has worked with the engineering firm, the granting agency, and bidders to 

revise a scope of work that would be more closely aligned with the budget; and 

 

WHEREAS, the revised bid for the project will be allow the project to be built at a cost that will be 

approximately $30,000 over the original budget, and  

 

WHEREAS, the additional cost can be covered by a transfer of capital funds in the current fiscal 

year,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of 

its City Council, does hereby accept the low bid for improvements to a park on Cass Avenue 

in the amount of $233,802.61 to Kalleward Group and authorize the City Manager to sign all 

documents necessary for the project to proceed as quickly as possible. 

 

ADOPTED unanimously 

 

6. Councilmember Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Dodd.  

  

WHEREAS,  the following information has been reviewed by the City Manager and City 

 Treasurer and is being presented to City Council with a recommendation to 

 approve invoices and payroll # #21  07/01/19 through 07/14/19 

                   

 BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized and 

directed to pay the following bills and payroll due: (Roll Call) 

 

BILLS  PAYROLL  TOTAL 

$773,875.56  $187,813.96  $961,689.52 

 
ADOPTED on a roll call vote.  
Ayes: Six (6) Bakeman, Burling, Dodd, Laylin, Lucas, and Schuur   

Nays:  None (0)     

Absent:  None (0)  

Abstain:  None (0) 

 

COMMENTS 

None 
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ADJOURNMENT  

Upon motion by Councilmember Dodd and seconded by Councilmember Burling, the Dowagiac 

City Council adjourned at 7:25 PM. 

 

 

 

________________________________       _________________________________ 

Donald D. Lyons, Mayor   Jane P. Wilson, Clerk  

 


